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new thing that happens. But in the end, we
have to prove that we can be one nation to-
gether. And I try to end all my talks now by
just reminding everybody that the people that
came here to start this country came here be-
cause they literally deplored the unlimited, arbi-
trary, abusive exercise of power over the lives
of citizens. And they had a better idea. They
said, ‘‘We want to be free, and we want to
be free to pursue happiness—not have it guaran-
teed to us; free to pursue it—and in the process,
we will work to form a more perfect Union.’’

Now these people you’re supporting here and
the party we represent—yes, we’ve modernized
the Democratic Party. Thank you, Bill. And yes,
they can’t say all those bad things about Demo-
crats they used to say. But if you look at the
whole 20th century, if you go right back to
Woodrow Wilson forward, our country has al-
ways been for those things. We’ve always been
for more freedom, more opportunity, and a

stronger Union. Which means, even when we
haven’t been right on the issues, we’ve been
on the right side of America’s history. And I’m
proud to be here with you, Mike. I’m proud
to be here with my good friend Lois. And I’m
proud to be here with a party that I think can
lead America to a better place in the new cen-
tury.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to Wil-
liam and Sally Hembrecht, dinner hosts; State
Senator Mike Thompson, candidate for Califor-
nia’s First Congressional District; Lois Capps,
widow of the late Representative Walter H. Capps
and candidate for California’s 22d Congressional
District; Mayor Willie L. Brown, Jr., of San Fran-
cisco; and William J. Perry, former Secretary of
Defense, and his wife, Lee.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Cuba
February 25, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared with respect
to the Government of Cuba’s destruction of two

unarmed U.S.-registered civilian aircraft in inter-
national airspace north of Cuba on February
24, 1996, is to continue in effect beyond March
1, 1998, to the Federal Register for publication.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 25, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 26. The notice
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
February 25, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public Law

102–356), I transmit herewith the report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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The White House,
February 25, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on February 26.

Remarks to the Technology ’98 Conference in San Francisco
February 26, 1998

Thank you very much. I also want to thank
whoever turned the lights on. [Laughter] When
Sandy and I first came out, you were all in
the dark, and the lights were very bright. And
I thought there was something rather anomalous
about my coming to a high-tech conference and
you being in the dark. [Laughter]

Actually, I had to fight with the Vice
President to see who would get to come here
today. Here’s a guy who lives and breathes to
talk about teraflops and gigabytes. But I pulled
rank. [Laughter] And so here we are.

Thank you, Sandy, for your leadership and
your kind remarks, and thank you for your
friendship and your wise counsel. I’m very grate-
ful.

I am delighted to be here. In many ways,
I think my trip here today would be sort of
like a President going to Pennsylvania in the
1890’s to see the people who first struck oil,
or transformed iron ore into steel, the people
who built our great industrial-revolution Amer-
ica, for you have mined the myriad possibilities
of the silicon chip and, likewise, have trans-
formed America.

For those of us, like Congresswoman Pelosi
and others who serve in the National Govern-
ment, it’s a very interesting challenge trying to
assess where we are, where we’re going, make
the right decisions, and do it in a way that
enables us to make the most of all this change
while being true to our most fundamental val-
ues.

These are good times for America. Sandy
talked about it. We are almost now up to 15
million new jobs in the last year and one month.
We have the lowest unemployment in 24 years;
the lowest crime rate in 24 years; the lowest
welfare rolls in 27 years; the lowest inflation
in 30 years; we’re about to have our first bal-
anced budget in 30 years; the highest home-
ownership in the history of America. These are
good times.

The economic strategy that we have em-
braced, to balance the budget but to invest more

in our people and their future and to trade
more around the world, is working. But I think
everyone who has studied this economy believes
that at the dawn of a new century the strength
of our economy, the health and prosperity of
our people, indeed, the very security of our Na-
tion will depend more than ever on the scientific
and technological revolution that so many of
you have helped to set in motion.

Today, over 4 million Americans work in tech-
nology-related industries, earning 70 percent
above average incomes. There are 70 new com-
panies a week that start here in northern Cali-
fornia alone in high-tech areas. There are new
industries, biotechnology, super computers. But
some of the most profound revolutions have oc-
curred in old industries. Indeed, a great deal
of information technology research and develop-
ment is taking place in real estate, in services,
in wholesale and retail trade, in construction,
in transportation. The Ford Taurus that you
drive today has more computer power than the
Apollo 11 did that Neil Armstrong took to the
Moon. It’s an interesting time.

I came today to talk about what we can do
to build on this progress by, in particular, pro-
moting and expanding the fastest growing social
and economic community in history: the Inter-
net. Ten years ago, it was still the province
of scientists, an obscure project developed by
the Defense Department. Five years ago, the
World Wide Web barely existed; I think there
were about 50 sites. Today, there are 1 1/2
million new webpages created every day, 65,000
every hour. This phenomenon has absolutely
staggering possibilities to democratize, to em-
power people all over the world. It could make
it possible for every child with access to a com-
puter to stretch a hand across a keyboard, to
reach every book ever written, every painting
ever painted, every symphony ever composed.
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